
Practice Direction and Special Order

Proceedings under the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act and the Citizenship Act

Backlog in processing applications for leave and judicial review

May 14, 2025

Over the last few years, the Federal Court has experienced an unprecedented increase in filings of
applications for leave and judicial review in immigration matters. In calendar 2024 alone, that increase
represented a quadrupling of the average volume over the five years immediately preceding the Covid-19
pandemic. Filings year-to-date in 2025 have continued to substantially increase.

Due to budget reductions and insufficient resources, the Registry of the Court is unable to process these
filings on a timely basis. To address this important challenge while striving to maintain access to justice,
the Court is taking proactive measures to minimize the impact on litigants and support the Registry.

Previous practice for an extension of time

The Practice Direction and Special Order, as amended on May 25, 2023 and put in place following the
termination of the deemed discontinuance initiative, is no longer in force.

Extension of time to file an Applicant’s Record

To ensure that the Registry’s delays in processing applications for leave and for judicial review do not
cause prejudice to the parties, a Special Order is being put in place.

Under the Special Order, an applicant may perfect an application for leave and judicial review within an
additional 45 days after the deadlines prescribed under Rule 10(1) of the Federal Courts Citizenship,
Immigration and Refugee Protection Rules without the need for consent from the opposing party.

This new timeline is to be applied to all unperfected applications for leave and judicial review.

        Paul S. Crampton
Chief Justice

https://www.fct-cf.gc.ca/Content/assets/pdf/base/2023-05-25-AMENDED-NOTICE-Deemed-discontinuance-abandonment_Extension-of-time.pdf


Date: 20250514
Ottawa, Ontario, May 14, 2025

PRESENT: The Honourable Mr. Chief Justice Paul Crampton

WHEREAS the Court received an extraordinary and unprecedented surge in the number of applications
in 2024 under the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act and the Citizenship Act;

AND WHEREAS filings year-to-date in 2025 are even higher, and are forecasted to continue to be at
unprecedented levels, placing additional pressure on the capacity of the Court’s Registry and potentially
contributing to longer processing times for litigants;

AND WHEREAS the Court has concluded that it is necessary to implement changes to the procedure
under the Federal Courts Citizenship, Immigration and Refugee Protection Rules;

SPECIAL ORDER

THE COURT HEREBY ORDERS THAT:

In proceedings under the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act and the Citizenship Act, the deadlines
prescribed under Rule 10(1) of the Federal Courts Citizenship, Immigration and Refugee Protection
Rules, which pertain to the perfection of an application for leave, are extended by 45 days.

THEREFORE

(a) The Order of May 9, 2023 pertaining to extensions of time on consent is hereby rescinded.

(b) Where an application sets out that the applicant has received the tribunal’s written reasons
pursuant to paragraph 9(2)(a) of the Federal Courts Citizenship, Immigration and Refugee
Protection Rules, the applicant shall perfect the application by complying with Rule 10(2) within
75 days after filing the application.

(c) Where an application sets out that the applicant has not received the tribunal’s written reasons,
the applicant shall perfect the application within 75 days after receiving either the written reasons,
or the notice under paragraph 9(2)(b) of the Federal Courts Citizenship, Immigration and Refugee
Protection Rules, as the case may be.

        Paul S. Crampton
Chief Justice


